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Water Quality Test Results
The tables below list all of the drinking water contaminants that were detected through our water quality monitoring and testing. The presence of 

contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is 
from the January-December 2009 monitoring period. For those contaminants that are monitored less frequently the most recent test results are listed. 

• Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) are 
set at very stringent levels. The Maximum 
Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) is set 
at a level where no health effects would 
be expected, and the MCL is set as close 
to that as possible, considering available 
technology and cost of treatment. A 
person would have to drink 2 liters of 
water every day, as recommended by 
health professionals, at the MCL level 
for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million 
chance of having the described health 
effect.

• Action Level (AL) - The concentration of a 
contaminant which if exceeded, triggers 
treatment or other requirements which a 
water system must follow. 

• Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) -The 
MCL is the highest level of a contaminant 
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs 
are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible 
using the best available treatment 
technology. 

• Maximum Contaminant Level Goal 
(MCLG) - The MCLG is the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below 
which there is no known or expected risk 
to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of 
safety. 

• Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams 
per liter (mg/L) - One part per million 
corresponds to one minute in two years or 
a single penny in $10,000. 

*Laboratory analysis indicated that the contaminant was not present.
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If present, elevated levels of lead can 
cause serious health problems, especially for 
pregnant women and young children. Lead 
in drinking water is primarily from materials 
and components associated with service lines 
and home plumbing. The Prudence Island 
Water District is responsible for providing high 
quality drinking water, but cannot control the 
variety of materials used in plumbing compo-
nents. When your water has been sitting for 
several hours, you can minimize the potential 
for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 
seconds to 2 minutes before using water for 
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned 
about lead in your water, you may wish to 
have your water tested. Information on lead 
in drinking water, testing methods, and steps 
you can take to minimize exposure is avail-
able from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or 
at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

*  There was one (1) site that exceeded the Copper Action Level. Copper: Copper is an essential 
nutrient, but some people who drink water containing copper in excess of the action level over 
a relatively short amount of time could experience gastrointestinal distress. Some people who 
drink water containing copper in excess of the action level over many years could suffer liver 
or kidney damage. People with Wilson’s Disease should consult their personal doctor.

**There was one (1) site that exceeded the Lead Action Level. Lead: Infants and young children 
are typically more vulnerable to Lead in drinking water than the general population. It is possible 
that Lead levels at your home may be higher than other homes in the community as a result 
of materials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated Lead levels in 
your home’s water, you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds 
to 2 minutes before using tap water. Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

• Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms 
per liter (ug/L) - One part per billion 
corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, 
or a single penny in $10,000,000. 

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - Picocuries per 
liter is a measure of the radioactivity in 
water.

CONSERVE WATER!

Every Drop Counts!
Growing populations and intermittent 

droughts are squeezing our water 
resources dry, causing natural habitat 

degradation and impacting our 
everyday use of water. We must pay 
more attention to how we are using 
water, and how we might be wasting 
it. We must recognize how important 
water is to our survival and do what 
we can to ensure that we have an 
adequate supply of clean water for 

years to come. 

You’re In Control
• Try to do one thing each day to save 
water. Don’t worry if the savings are 

minimal. Every drop counts, and every 
person can make a difference.

• Be aware of and follow all water 
conservation and water shortage rules 
and restrictions that might be in effect.

• Make sure your children are aware of 
the need to conserve water.

The district board has written and 
passed conservation bylaws designed 
to manage water usage. A copy of the 

bylaws is available from the district 
office, and on the district web site.

We at the Prudence Island Water 
District work to provide top 

quality water to every tap. We 
encourage all of our customers to 
conserve and use water efficiently 
and remind you to help us protect 
our water sources, which are the 
heart of our community, our way 
of life and our children’s future. 

Please do not hesitate to call our 
office with any questions.
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DON’T FORGET!
Help your community and yourself by 
shutting down your water service 
whenever your island home
is unoccupied for an 
extended period of 
time, especially during 
the winter. Pipe breakage 
can lead to massive water loss 
that has an impact on the entire 
community. Prevent costly fines and damage 
to your home.

Prudence Island Water District is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

shut down your water!
DRAIN YOUR PIPES!

– MODERATOR –
Dave Buffum
– CLERK –
Leo Perotta

– BOARD MEMBER –
Rick Brooks

– BOARD MEMBER –
Phil Brooks

– BOARD MEMBER –
Robert Hanson

– FACILITIES MANAGER –
William J. Capron

– ASST. FACILITIES MGR.–
Nathanael Bacon

– GENERAL LABOR –
Neil S.G. “Stevie” Butler

– INTERN –
Shannon Cubellis
– TREASURER –

Pat Richard

THE DISTRICT TEAM:

Remember, the Prudence Island 
Water District belongs to YOU. 

Make your voice heard by 
attending district meetings, and 
keep up to date with what the 

district is doing by visiting our web 
site, www.pih2o.org.

All meetings begin at 1:00 p.m. at 
the Prudence Island Fire Station, 

Narragansett Ave., Prudence 
Island, RI. This calendar is subject 
to change. Check island bulletin 
boards, our meeting notice page 
(pih2o.org/notice.htm) or the RI 

Secretary of State web site (sos.
ri.gov) for information about 

upcoming meetings.

Saturday, July 17, 2010
Saturday, August 7, 2010

Saturday, August 28, 2010
Saturday, September 18, 2010

Saturday, October 2, 2010
Saturday, October 23, 2010

Saturday, November 13, 2010
Saturday, December 4, 2010

The public is invited to attend and 
be heard on agenda items. The 
Prudence Island Fire Station is 

handicapped accessible. Persons 
requiring other accommodation 

must contact the Clerk at least 72 
hours in advance of the meeting. 

Please call 401-682-2981 to make 
arrangements.

meetings CALENDAR


