
1. A Resolution to Adopt Bylaws creating a Cross Connection Control Plan 

VOTED: That pursuant to the authority contained in Section 10 “Powers” of the Enabling 
Legislation of the District entitled “An Act Creating The Prudence Island Water District”, Chapter 
04/0007 of the public Laws of 2004(“the act”). The District is authorized to adopt bylaws for the 
regulation of its affairs and the conduct of its business to promulgate rules, regulations, and 
procedures in connection with the performance of its functions and duties and to fix, enforce 
and collect penalties for the violation thereof; 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PRUDENCE ISLAND WATER DISTRICT HEREBY RESOLVES to 
adopt bylaws creating a Cross Connection Control plan in accordance with section 9.4 of the 
Rhode Island Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Drinking Water. These bylaws will be 
incorporated into Section C, Service Connections, of the existing prudence island Water District 
Bylaws. 

Creation and passage of these bylaws is to be completed, and a Cross Connection Control Plan 
Certification is to be submitted to Rhode Island Department of Health, Office of Drinking Water 
Quality no later than December 31, 2009. 

This matter came before the Board of Directors at its meeting of July 11, 2009 and was passed 
by a vote of five (5) to zero(0). 

2. Policy  

It is the responsibility of the PIWD to provide safe potable water. In an effort to maintain the 
integrity of the system the PIWD shall implement a Cross Connection Control Program by 
adopting rules and procedures to control cross connections using a containment strategy to 
protect the public water supply from the possibility of contamination by backflow from sources 
outside the supply system. 

3. Responsibilities 

A. Prudence Island Water District 

1. Residential Installations The PIWD requires a minimum of a dual check valve to be installed 
in all new residential construction or new service connections. 

2. Commercial Installations The PIWD requires all commercial customers to install a backflow 
device In order to maintain the proper level of safety for the system, the PIWD will conduct 
an on site evaluation and/or inspection of plans in order to make the proper determination 
of the type of backflow preventer required. 



3. For all existing connections, at its option the PIWD may perform surveys and follow up 
inspections. Any connection not meeting the minimum standard will be sent a letter 
informing the owner of the corrective action needed and the time frame in which the 
corrective action must be completed. 

4. Re‐inspections will be done to insure compliance with the corrective action required. If an 
owner hasn’t completed the corrective action required , the PIWD will inform the owner by 
letter that they have an additional fifteen(15) days to comply, and that failure to comply 
upon the second re‐inspection will result in immediate water shutoff. The PIWD may extend 
the grace period but only if the owner informs the PIWD of any extenuating circumstances 
that would prevent compliance before the end of the fifteen (15) day extention, at which 
time the PIWD may extend the grace period up to an additional fifteen (15) days. 

5. The PIWD has the responsibility to protect the public health, and if a serious threat to the 
system exits, water service will be terminated immediately. 

6. The PIWD shall have a person who is a certified backflow prevention device surveyor. The 
PIWD will also maintain a list of private contractors who are certified backflow device 
testers. 

B. OWNER 

1. The owner shall be responsible for the elimination or protection of all cross connections on 
their property. The use of fixture outlet protection devices should be used for that purpose 

2. The owner (after notification from the PIWD) will install, maintain, and have inspected by a 
qualified inspector all backflow preventers on the property. 

3.The owner shall not modify, or bypass any backflow preventer. 

4. The owner shall install ONLY backflow preventers approved by the PIWD, and the backflow 
preventer must be installed in a location approved by the PIWD. 

5. Any owner having a private well will be inspected and a determination made as to the need 
for the installation of a Reduced Pressure Principle Backflow Preventer (RPZ) to protect the 
system. The location of this device will be determined by the system manager.  

6. The owner should be aware that the installation of a backflow device may result in a 
potential closed plumbing system within the residence. Provisions may have to be made by 
the owner to provide for thermal expansion within the closed system.



4. PIWD CCP Administration 

The PIWD will implement a Cross‐Connection Control Program that includes the keeping of 
records which meet the requirements of the Rhode Island Department of Health rules and 
regulations pertaining to Drinking Water, Section 9.4 (Cross Connection Control) .  

This will be done within a ten (10) year period. 

The PIWD must protect the public water supply and requires containment at all service 
connections through the use of approved air gaps and/or backflow preventers. 

All property owners shall allow inspection for possible cross‐connections and shall follow the 
requirements set by the PIWD. 

The PIWD will plan and implement a program that determines the level of hazard and suitable 
timeframes for the following: 

1. Identification. Surveying service connections, determine the level of hazard and selecting 
the appropriate backflow preventer by a certified cross‐connection surveyor 

2. Elimination. A timetable will be set depending on the degree of existing or potential hazard 
for the completion of identified corrections. 

3. Inspection. A schedule will be set for the inspection and/or testing of all backflow preventers 
by a Certified backflow inspector/tester. 

PIWD CCP 5 Records  

A . PIWD will develop and maintain the following records 

1. Master file of all service connections showing approved air gap or backflow preventers. This 
file will include: 

a. Connection location  
b. Description of device 
c. Installation Date 
d. History of inspections 
e. Tests and test results 
f. Repairs 
g. Name of Inspector 

2. Program summary reports. This report would include: 

a. Number of surveys done each year 
b. Number of air gap and/or backflow device connections done each year 
c. Number of inspections done each year 



3. Backflow incident report.  

6. Enforcement Policy 

The PIWD will be responsible for protecting the water distribution system from contamination 
due to backflow or back‐siphonage of contaminants or pollution through the water service 
connection. To protect the system the PIWD’s Operations manager (or designated agent) will 
give written notice to each customer to install an approved backflow device at each service 
connection. The expense of this device and its installation will be borne by the customer. 

The customer shall install an approved device within forty five (45) days, for a low level hazard, 
and ten (10) days for a moderate or high‐level hazard unless an extension is granted by the 
PIWD. 

Service shall be immediately terminated if access is refused to any location for inspection of the 
service connection or if an immediate hazard exists or is imminent. 

7. Quality Assurance and Control 

Cross‐connection control surveys will be done by persons under the direction of or having a 
current certification from a recognized certification program accepted by the RIDOH and the 
PIWD. A copy of this certification will be kept on file by the PIWD. 

Testing of backflow preventers will be done by persons under the direction of or having a 
current certification from a recognized certification program accepted by the RIDOH and the 
PIWD. A copy of this certification will be kept on file by the PIWD. 

All backflow devices will be approved by the American Society of Sanitary Engineers 
(ASSE),and/or other agencies approved by RIDOH and PIWD. 

8. Templates 

The PIWD will adopt standardized survey forms, reports, permits, and notifications used for this 
program. 

9. Public Education 

The PIWD adopt a public education program that will educate the customer. Information about 
backflow and how it occurs, cross‐connections, what they are, their danger to the water supply 
how to prevent them, and how to protect the water system past the service connection. 
Customers will also be educated about backflow devices and how installation of such a device 
may result in a closed loop system. Such systems would need the installation of thermal 
expansion devices and/or pressure relief valves. 



10. Response 

The PIWD will develop an emergency response plan for procedures on dealing with cross –
connection contamination situations. 
This plan would include procedures for: 
‐ Elimination of cross‐connection 
‐ Identification of the contaminant 
‐Isolation and elimination of the contaminant from the system. 
‐ Public Safety‐Notification to customers (and public health officials) as to proper use of the  
water during the event.  

 

Revised and adopted 9/18/10 

 


